CHAPTER VIII
SCIENCE AND EDUCATION FOR ALL

ONE of the most striking differences between, the
Soviet Civilisation and that of other countries is the
way in which science is regarded. It is held by the
Bolsheviks that man's command and power over nature
for which he has been perpetually struggling since the
times of primitiveness right down to this day, is essential
and should be complete and intensified not only for the
attainment of bare necessities of life but also for the
further development of himself, of his own community
and of mankind, in intellect and character, including
the acquisition of every kind of culture. The Bolshe-
vik's aim in society has been the remaking of man and
this can only be achieved by an evergrowing control
over the vast riches of nature which, further, can come
only from his increasing knowledge of the universe.
Armed with knowledge man 'can open the gates of the
vast unknown riches of the universe. " Soviet rule'',
observed a French statesman, "has bestowed on science
all the authority of which it deprived religion. Science
is the new dogma...* Pure Science', he sums up, is un-
questionably a cult in the Soviet Union." Thus we
find, the Soviet Union gives that place to science which
the Government of other countries give to the religion,
" The outstanding feature in the mentality of the
Soviet administrators is indeed this implicit and unswerv*
ing belief; as the main instrument of achievement is
knowledge itself; that is to say, in man's continually
increasing apprehension of the facts -of the Universe,